Application No. 10/812,953 

Reply to Office Action of May 30, 2006 

REMARKS/ARGUMENTS 

Favorable reconsideration of this application in light of the previous amendments and 
following discussion is respectfully requested. 

Claims 1,3-10, 12-19, and 21-31 are pending. By this Amendment Claims 2, 11 and 
20 are canceled; Claims 1, 5, 10, 14, 19, 29 and 30 are amended; and new Claim 31 is added. 
No new matter is added by any of the amendments. 

Applicants appreciate the Office Action's indication that Claims 2-7, 1 1-16 and 20-25 
contain allowable subject matter. Claims 1, 10, 19, 29 and 30 have been amended to 
incorporate allowable subject matter. 

Applicants respectfully request that reference number JP 09-1 10191, of the 
Information Disclosure Statement filed August 9, 2004 be considered. Copies of the Form 
PTO-1449 is attached hereto for the Examiner's convenience. 

The Office Action rejects Claims 1, 8-10, 17-19 and 26-29 under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) 
over U.S.P. 6,985,265 to Ito and Claim 30 under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) to Ito. These rejections 
are moot in view of the amendments. 

With respect to new independent Claim 3 1, it is believed that a brief review of the 
subject matter of independent Claim 3 1 would be helpful. In this regard, independent Claim 
3 1 is directed to a sheet cassette including a tray main body part. A tray 
expansion/contraction part is supported by the tray main body part and configured to slide 
relative to the tray main body part to a cassette expanded position and a cassette contracted 
position. The tray expansion/contraction part includes a rear end regulation member 
configured to be moved in a direction in which recording media stacked in the sheet cassette 
are fed to regulate rear ends of the recording media. A sliding guide part including an 
elongated slit and a plurality of rail members is configured to support the rear end regulation 
member to freely slide and to form a moving path of the rear end regulation member. 
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None of the applied references disclose a sliding guide part including an elongated slit 
and a plurality of rail members as in new Claim 3 1 . Instead Ito merely discloses a single slit. 
See Fig. 3. 

The dependent claims are allowable for at least the reasons discussed above as well as 
for the individual features they recite. 

For the foregoing reasons, it is respectfully submitted that this application is now in 
condition for allowance. A Notice of Allowance is earnestly solicited. 

Should the Examiner deem that any further action is necessary to place this 
application in even better form for allowance, the Examiner is encouraged to contact the 
Applicants' undersigned representative at the telephone number listed below. 



Respectfully submitted, 




OBLON, SPIVAK, McCLELLAND, 
MAIER & NEUSTADT, P.C. 



Customer Number 



22850 



Tel: (703)413-3000 
Fax: (703)413 -2220 
(OSMMN 03/06) 
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